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            METHAMPHETAMINE CONTINUES TO BE A PROBLEM
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Methamphetamine continues to plague the country and greatly affects much of the Midwest, including Southeastern Illinois and Clay County. According to new data, Tennessee had 2,082 meth busts and seizures in 2010. That tops the country, with and increases of 41 percent from last year. The Missouri State Highway Patrol says the state had 1,960 meth lab incidents in 2010. That is a 10 percent increase over the previous year. 
The problem is greatly concentrated in the center of the nation.  Illinois ranks behind its neighbors in ninth place nationally. Clay County officials are well aware that metamphetaine is a continuing local problem.  Our local law enforcement agencies are working cooperatively and using every tool at their disposal to contain meth.

DEA spokeswoman Barbra Carreno said it is clear the number of meth lab seizures and busts will rise sharply again for the third straight year. Experts cite two reasons: the emergence of “shake-and-bake” meth and pill shoppers. In the shake-and-bake production method, also known as one-pot, meth is made quickly in a 2- liter bottle. Over the past few years, governments have increasingly monitored and set limits on the sale of cold and sinus infection medicines containing pseudoephedrine, a vital meth component. The Associated Press reported that an unintended consequence of those laws has been increases in people being recruited to buy the pills through a process know as “smurfing”. What officials are seeing is meth cooks hiring people to go out to the stores and buy the pills. They may hire 20 to 25 people to shop for them. This has created a new criminal class. Some police say they are increasingly being forced to chase down the smurfers before getting to the actual meth makers. Last year, Mississippi joined Oregon as the only states with laws requiring a prescription to purchase pseudoephedrine products. More than 30 Missouri towns have passed prescription-only laws. As of January 27th, a total of 26 jurisdictions in the state have passed ordinances requiring a prescription for pseudoephedrine, resulting in 125 pharmacies in those areas selling pseudoephedrine only with a doctor’s note. An additional 228 individual pharmacies have voluntarily chosen to require their customers to present a prescription. Missouri Governor Jay Nixon announced in December that he would like Missouri to become the third in the nation to require a doctor’s prescription to purchase the mediation.

          FUNDING CUTBACK HURT CLEANUP OF METH

Because of the increase in meth busts, law enforcers are running out of funds to clean up the sites. Federal funding from the DEA ran out the last week of February. The state has stepped in for the time being.  Officials with the Southern Illinois enforcement Group say Illinois State Police will pick up the cost of cleaning up meth labs for the next three months. But after that, it’s unknown who will pay.  For years, money from the DEA has covered the cost to remove and destroy meth making chemicals, which are hazardous.  The cost of cleaning up is not cheap. Each meth lab– even smallest ones would run $5,000 to $10,000 each. In 
addition to chemical cleanup by authorities, the cost of apartment and rental housing units is staggering to the individual owner because carpets, paneling and furniture have to be gutted. Meth is often made with a dangerous combination of materials-battery acid, fertilizer, drain cleaner.  It is so addictive that many users are hooked after their first experience with the drug.  Some officials expects meth lab incidents may decline when 2011 numbers come out next year, not because of progress in the battle but because of recently announced federal cutbacks in funding for meth lab cleanup.
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

A brand new Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) chapter is being formed in Clay City Schools. Kayla Cripps, Guidance Counselor at Clay City Schools, will be the sponsor and incorporate SADD within the National Honor Society at Clay City High School. SADD is a student peer-led organization working with other students dedicated to preventing destructive decisions, particularly underage drinking, other drug use, risky and impaired driving, teen violence, and teen suicide. CADA has a goal of helping to start a SADD chapter at each school in Clay County.
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Here are some more upcoming prevention events that you might want to put on your calendar:

· April is Alcohol Awareness Month

· April 20th is the 7 reasons to leave the party presentation at each of the three Clay County Schools

· April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.

· April 20th is the Keep Kids Safe Carnival held at the Clay County Health Department.


 “There has defiantly been a marked upswing in meth activity in the past six months. As a local law enforcement agency our number one goal is the protection of the public. Meth labs pose a danger to our citizens.”





Geb Borders – Asst. Chief of Police Flora Police Department
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Louie Lusk is a board member of CADA and a Prevention Specialist for Southeastern IL Counseling.
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