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          RED RIBBON WEEK

             LAST WEEK OF 

                OCTOBER
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Red Ribbon Week is again being observed across the nation and in Clay County. Each of the three school districts in Clay County will be participating in anti-drug themed activities such as dress up days, coloring contests, and special programs during the week of October 24th - 28th. It is estimated that over 80 million people participate in Red Ribbon Week each year. Red Ribbon Week is not a prevention or early intervention program. It is an awareness campaign observed annually the last full week in October.  It is regarded as the kick off to a year of prevention in our schools and communities. It is important to realize that no one single approach to prevention can eliminate the problem of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse. Red Ribbon week is a unified way for schools, businesses, churches, media, families, and community coalitions to join together to take a stand against drugs and show their intolerance for illicit drug use and the consequence to our community.
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The Red Ribbon Campaign was started when drug traffickers in Mexico City murdered DEA agent Kiki Camarena in 1985. This began the continuing tradition of displaying Red Ribbons as a symbol of intolerance towards the use of drugs. The mission of the Red Ribbon Campaign is to present a unified and visible commitment towards the creation of a DRUG-FREE AMERICA. Special Agent Camarena was an 11-year veteran of the DEA assigned to the Guadalajara, Mexico, office where he was on the trail of the country’s biggest marijuana and cocaine traffickers. In 1985, he was extremely close to unlocking a multi-billion dollar drug pipeline. On February 7, 1985, he was kidnapped, brutally tortured, and murdered by Mexican drug traffickers. His tragic death opened the eyes of many Americans to the dangers of drugs and the international scope of the drug trade. 
    PRAY FOR THE CHILDREN 
              WEEKEND 

         OCT. 21-23, 2011 

The weekend before Red Ribbon Week marks “Pray for the Children: Drug Free and Safe Weekend.” The idea for Pray for the Children originated with a Chicago Police Commander in February of 1997. 
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The commander had a vision that people would converge on the streets in prayer, fellowship and unity to save the children. In May, just 90 days later, over 10,000 people stood on street corners on the west side of Chicago and prayed. Building upon the Police Commander’s idea, a group from across the country came together in February of 1998 to create a Pray for the Children Committee.  In 1998 a simple effort seeking spiritual guidance and intervention to save our children from the scourge of drugs and violence was born. The goal was to generate as many prayers as possible for the children around the world.  Here is the website. www.prayforthechildren.org
      PRESCRIPTION DRUG
           TAKE-BACK DAY  

      SCHEDULED OCT 29TH
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The Coalition Against Drug Abuse of Clay County in cooperation with the Clay County Hospital, Clay County Sheriff’s Office, Flora Police Department, and Southeastern IL Counseling Centers, Inc. will be sponsoring the third in a series of Rx and OTC (over-the-counter) take-back initiatives.  The event will be held at the North Clay Banking Center on Route 45 in Louisville from 10 AM till 12 noon. The take-back will be coordinated with the Louisville Halloween parade. It also is in conjunction with the National Take Back Day sponsored by the DEA. 
The Clay County Rx Drug Take-Back initiative is a permanent, ongoing prescription and over the counter drug collection program for Clay County. Expired or unwanted prescription and over the counter (OTC) drugs qualify to be dropped off at designated collection sites. 
The take-back initiative provides a safe, secure, trusted way of making sure medicines do not fall into the wrong hands. Local law enforcement officers and hospital personnel will be on site and make sure of proper disposal. The take-back collections are biennial. Clay County, much like Southern Illinois and the entire nation has seen a disturbing rise in the abuse of Rx and OTC medications. 

Prescription drug abuse is the 

fastest-growing drug problem in the United States. Because prescription drugs are legal, they are easily accessible, often from a home medicine cabinet. Further, some individuals who misuse prescription drugs, particularly teens, believe these substances are safer than illicit drugs because they are prescribed by a healthcare professional and sold behind the counter.

 

   Contact Information





Louie Lusk is a board member of CADA and a prevention specialist for Southeastern IL Counseling  Centers, Inc.


He may be reached by: PH – 618-838-9997 or e-mail – � HYPERLINK "mailto:lusksicci@hotmail.com" ��lusksicci@hotmail.com� .


Resources: � HYPERLINK "http://www.prayforthechildren.org" ��www.prayforthechildren.org�


                    � HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov" ��www.justice.gov�


Funding provided in whole or in part by Illinois Department of Human Resources. 


 






































